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but he did not live to finish his undertaking1. Not doubting, however, that he should do it, he, like those who have had their epitaphs written before they died, ordered the fol. lowing inscription, composed by the minister of the parish, to be cut upon a broad stone above one of the lower win-dows, where it still remains to celebrate what was not done, and to serve as a memento of the uncertainty of life, and the presumption of man :—
' Joannes Macleod Beganoduni Dominus gentis sune Philarchus', Durinesiae Haraiae Vaternesitc, &c.: Baro D. Flora; Macdonald matrimoniali vinculo conjugatus turrem hanc Beganoduncnsem proavorum habitaculum longe vetustissimum din penitus labefac-tatam Anno sra; vulgaris MDCLXXXVI. instauravit.
' Quern stabilire juvat proavorum tecta vetusta, Omne scelus fugiat, justitiamque colat. Vertit in aerias turres magalia virtus, Inque casas liumiles tecta superba nefas.'
M'Leod and Talisker accompanied us. We passed by the parish church of Durinish. The church-yard is not inclosed, but a pretty murmuring brook runs' along one side of it. In it is a pyramid erected to the memory of Thomas Lord Lovat, by his son Lord Simon, who suffered on Tower-hill', It is of free-stone, and, I suppose, about thirty feet high. There is an inscription on a piece of white marble inserted in it, which I suspect to have been the composition of Lord Lovat himself, being much in his pompous style:—
1 Johnson says of this castle:—' It is so nearly entire, that it might have easily been made habitable, were there not an ominous tradition in the family, that the owner shall not long outlive the reparation. The grandfather of the present laird, in defiance of prediction, began the work, but desisted in a little time, and applied his money to worse uses.' Works, ix. 64,
5 Macaulay (Essays, cd. 1843, i. 365) ends a lively piece of criticism on Mr. Croker by saying:—'It requires no Bentley or Casaubon to perceive that Philarchus is merely a false spelling for Phylarchus, the chief of a tribe.'
3 See ante, i. 209.
1 This .stream, and the present laird is exec ut.i tiff an entrance suitable to the character of this remarkable fortalice, by making a portal between two advanced towers, and an outer court, from which he proposes to throw a drawbridge over to the high rock in front of the castle.' Loclchart's Scott, cd. 1839, iv. 303.
